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FORWARD 


The Jaycees, a national organization of young men between the 
ages of twenty-one and thirty-five, have always stood for and rep¬ 
resented community awareness. We, the Merrillville Jaycees, feel 
that our community should have a better understanding of the incor¬ 
poration movement and present this brochure as a guideline for your 
further awareness of Ross Township's movement to become a town 
to be called Merrillville . 

The Ross Township area has had an incorporation committee at 
work for a long time and now the formal petition for incorporation in¬ 
to a town is before the Lake County Commissioners. On OCTOBER 4, 
1971, the Commissioners will hold a public hearing on the incorpora¬ 
tion petition and we urge all of our fellow residents of Merrillville 
to attend that hearing in Crown Point. The meeting will begin at 2:00 
p.m. at the court house. 

This Question and answer brochure is the way your local Jaycee 
organization felt we could best serve the community in this matter. 

VNfe hope this booklet will create a better understanding of the vari¬ 
ous items under question by all of the citizens of this area. 


GENERAL 


Q. What are the proposed boundaries of Merrillville? 

A. All of Ross Township except those portions which the cities of Ho¬ 
bart and Crown Point have annexed. See oujr map on back cover. 

Q. Why incorporate? 

A. W e avoid annexation by Gary and other cities; such as, Hobart 
and Crown Point and also have the opportunity to run our own com¬ 
munity. 

Q. Didn't the buffer bill stop Gary from annexing? 

A. No, it just enabled unincorporated areas, like Ross Township, to 
incorporate if they want. 

0 . Why can't we stay like we are — unincorporated? 

A. Three reasons make this a poor choice. First, we can still be an¬ 
nexed by Gary and Hobart and Crown Point and this would destroy 
our Merrillville identity. Secondly, if we remained unchanged now 
with no annexation by surrounding cities, then we face all of the 
enormous growth of people, shopping centers and businesses with¬ 
out a say so. We would either be directed by the County or Town¬ 
ship governments, neither of which are strong enough to direct our 
growth in our best interests. Third, we would lose over $440,000 
in state reimbursements which we will not receive if we remain un¬ 
incorporated. 

0 . Has a pattern or routine been followed during the incorporation pro¬ 
cedure? 

A. Yes, our state law requires certain basic steps be accomplished pri¬ 
or to filing the legal petition before the County Commisioners for 
incorporation. 

Q. What are some of those steps? 

A. A few of the steps are a survey of the area, a list of resident and 
non-resident landowners of the area, valuation figures, services 
to be provided, projected cost of«*hose services and the name of 
the town. 

Q. Have all those steps been completed? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What is it costing to file this petition? 

A. The actual petition cost nothing but our legal fees will probably 
be a sizeable amount and every person residing in the proposed 
town of Merrillville and those living elsewhere but still owning 
land in Merrillville had to be contacted by certified mail as a le¬ 
gal step before filing the petition with the County Commissioners. 


• Q. Was that the notice I had to sign for either at the Post Office or 

with my mailman? 

A. Yes, it was the pink card you received in the mail notifying you of 
the hearing at the county courthouse on October 4, 1971 at 2:00pm 

• Q. Wasn't that mailing very expensive and was it really necessary? 

A. It cost the incorporation committee 53$for each letter sent out and 

they sent out about 7,200 letters. This $4,000 could not be saved 
since our state law requires this mailing to be made. 

• Q. Who's paying for all of those expenses? 

A. Everyone, donations to help pay the expenses have been request¬ 
ed by the committee. 

• Q. How much have they received so far? 

A. Approximately $13,000. 

• Q. Is that enough or can I still contribute to the cause? 

A. The best estimate currently as to the final cost is a minimum of 
$15,000 to $20,000. The committee can use and has requested 
additional contributions which can be made to the" Merrillville In¬ 
corporating Fund" and sent either to the M errillville Chamber of 
Commerce office or to the Gary National Bank at their Merrillville 
branch. 

• 0. How was the incorporation committee selected? 

A. In the beginning the Chamber of Commerce and the Democratic and 
Republican parties of Ross Township each nominated four people to 
the steering committee. They were chosen by the local leaders of 
those three organizations and a cross section of the community 
residents was hopefully obtained. 

• Q. Who i$ on the committee? 

A. The chairman of the incorporation committee is John Pruzin. The 
other members are David Bradach, Art Collins, Bill Collins, Flo 
Ester, Floyd Fiddler, Dick Funkey, Harold Holmes, Bill Kairns, 
Rudy Kaiser, Jim Mundell and Olind Skinner. 

• 0 . Are these people paid? f 

A. No, all of their time has been donated by them. 

• Q. Are there any other members of the committee? 

A. Not as such, except the attorney who is retained by the committee, 
Mr. Thomas Clifford and the acting secretary for the committee, 

M r. Ray Stinson. 

• 0 . What can I do to help the incorporation drive? 

A. Two very important things. One, make a donation and help pay 
the costs of incorporating and secondly, be at the county court 
house on October 4, 1971, at 2:00 p.m. and join in as a member 
for the incorporation of Merrillville. 


TAXES 


0. What is the town's proposed tax rate? 

A. An additional 80£ per $100 assessed valuation added to your pre¬ 
sent rate. 

Q. How much will my tax bill increase? 

A. As an example: If you own a $30,000 home your tax bill will in¬ 
crease about $40.00. 

Q. What about future tax rates? 

A. That's up to the elected board of trustee's and the community needs. 

0 - What's the town budget? 

A. $756,000. 

Q. What makes up the $756,000? 

A. Approximately $250,000 for police and fire protection; street re¬ 
pair, improvements and snow plowing, $190,000; parks and recre¬ 
ation, $42,000. Other costs which will be needed only during the 
first town year are a special census and special election. These 
will cost about $44,000. 

Q. What state tax reimbursements will we receive? 

A. We'll receive a motor vehicle reimbursement of $258,000 and 

A. $180,000 reimbursement for alcoholic beverages and cigarette tax. 
These revenues would not be received if we remain unincorporated. 

Q. What is the town’s share of the total budget? 

A. About 4 0% or $320,000 and based upon our total valuation the tax 
rate increase will be a net of 80t. 

Q. How does our proposed tax rate compare to other local cities? 

A. Very favorably; Gary's civil rate is $4.66; Hobart's civil rate is 
$4.46; Crown Point's civil rate is $2.76; and Hammond's civil 
rate is $6.40 

Q. Will our school boundaries change? 

A. No. 

0. What about the areas annexed by Hobart and Crown Point, what 
will their children do? 

A. They will remain in the Ross Township School Corp. 

0 . Will we have to pay for the education of those children in the an¬ 
nexed areas? 

A. Those living in Ross Township pay into the Ross Township school 
system, regardless of the city or town they live in. 


GOVERNMENT 


Q. What type of government will we have ? 

A. A town government. 

Q. Who runs the town government? 

A. A Board of Trustees. 

Q. How many people are on the board of trustees? 

A. The incorporation committee suggests that seven be elected. 

Q. Is the board of trustees elected? 

A. Yes. 

Q., Are they elected from districts like city councilmen are? 

A. Yes. 

0 . What other officials are elected? 

A. Only a Clerk-Treasurer. 

Q. Will there be a mayor? 

A. No, there is no mayor in a town. 

0.. What services will the town provide? 

A. a. Police and fire protection 

b. Local plan commission 

c. Street construction and maintenance 

d. Parks and recreation 

e. Zoning and subdivision control 

f. Street lighting 

g. Youth commission 

h. Water and stream pollution control 

0. Will the sherriff's department still serve Merrillville? 

A. Yes, but in addition to our own police department. 


CONCLUSION 


We hope that this brochure has answered some of your questions 
in regards to the incorporation of Ross Township into the town of 
Merrillville. We agree with the steering committee and support the 
Merrillville incorporation movement. 

We feel that our community can best be served by minimum gov¬ 
ernment and therefore the challenge of becoming a town. As a town 
we can have our own police department, planning and zoning commis¬ 
sion, parks and recreation board and street lights for all sections of 
the town. We will continue to have the fine fire protection we now 
have from the volunteer fire departments and the fine road services, 
like snow plowing, since these services will be contracted with the 
Lake County highway department. 

It is in the best community interests to preserve our identity and 
our growth by affording the residents a reasonable tax rate and local¬ 
ly elected officials. If we were to be annexed, we would be faced 
with higher tax rates; services which would only match, not surpass, 
those offered by incorporation by ourselves and we would become a 
step-brother to the annexing city. 

The buffer bill passage was the start of our community being able 
to direct its own destiny and we are finally accomplishing our goal 
of self-government on October 4, 1971. On this day the Lake Coun¬ 
ty Commissioners will hold a public hearing at 2:00 p.m. at the court 
house to hear arguments both for and against our area's incorporation 
into a town. We, the Merrillville Jaycees, urge you to attend this 
hearing and support this move. If you cannot attend, mail the post 
card back that you received recently and show your support in that 
manner. 

Thank you, Merrillville, for the opportunity you have given our 
organization, the Merrillville Jaycees, to help better our community 
through more understanding of local governmental activities. We’re 
proud to serve our community. 


Map of Marrillvitlo 



Diagonal lines mark proposed boundaries for the town of Merrillville 


Please pass this brochure onto your neighbor. 


bounty Line 




















